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Chair Affair auction brings
big bids & plenty of laughs

Russell
Holcomb
(left) and
Eric Shawver
display for
bidding an
Olympicsthemed chair
painted by
Jon Young for
Kevin Smith
Sports during
Saturday’s
Chair Affair
auction in
Taylor Park.

Event raises funds for Bookmobile
By MICHELLE MONROE • Messenger Staff

S
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T. ALBANS — The Second Annual Chair
Affair drew about 250 people to Taylor Park
on Saturday evening for an auction benefiting the Franklin Grand Isle Bookmobile.
There were 35 Adirondack chairs and tables
up for auction. The chairs were donated by area
businesses and community organizations and
painted by local artists.

A double chair painted by 24 artists from the
Artist in Residence cooperative gallery received
the highest bid, going for $950.
Kevin Smith of Kevin Smith’s Sports and
Marty Manahan, director of business development for St. Albans City, served as emcees for
the event, teasing audience members and one
® See CHAIRS on page 8A
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GENDER

Report:
Products
cost more
for women
State has limited
ability to enforce
anti-discrimination law
By ELAINE EZERINS
Messenger Staff Writer

S
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A blue-green algae bloom in St. Albans Bay on Friday created unpleasant odors and a white froth along Hathaway Point
Road. The Dept. of Health issued high alerts for Black Bridge and the St. Albans Boat Launch on Saturday warning people
to be wary of blooms and keep children and pets clear of contaminated areas.

AGRICULTURE

Farm family invites
public to breakfast
Green Mountain Dairy hosts free event Saturday
By TOM BENTON
Messenger Staff Writer

S

HELDON — Green Mountain Dairy
farmer Bill Rowell worries people have
forgotten where much of their food comes
from. That’s the idea behind Vermont
Breakfast on the Farm, a free event to be
hosted by Green Mountain Dairy on Aug.
27.
Breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m. and will
include pancakes in Vermont maple syrup,
sausage links and Stonyfield yogurt on the
side. There will be milk, of course, chocolate or white, as well as coffee and water.
A self-guided tour of the farm follows

TODAY’S
OBITUARIES

breakfast, and then it’s time for dessert, an
apple donated by the Vermont Tree Fruit
Growers Association and a slice of Cabot
cheese.
The tour consists of ten educational stations, focusing on routine farm practices,
such as cow management, and what might
seem less routine practices, like the “Cow
Power” anaerobic digester that produces
enough electricity to annually power 400
homes.
The event is geared toward a younger audience, and will include kid-friendly
events such as a “smoothie bicycle,” cowmilking simulator and a scavenger hunt.
Rowell expects close to 1,000 people at the
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• REGINALD PAUL
ROBTOY, 80, Enosburgh
See obituaries, page 5A,
or subscribe to our digital edition
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The Vermont Breakfast on the Farm will be hosted at Green Mountain Dairy Farm, co-operated
by Bill Rowell, pictured above. Rowell hopes the
event will help people understand where their
food comes from.

T. ALBANS — Every year, women
pay on average $2,190 more for products and services than men because
of gender-based pricing, according to
the Office of the Attorney General and
Vermont Human Rights Commission
(VHRC).
Gender-based pricing, which is the
practice of charging different prices
for goods or services based on the consumer’s gender, is technically illegal in
Vermont, but still occurs in the state,
from services such as haircuts and dry
cleaning to products such as adult clothing and personal hygiene products.
For example, a package of three
blade disposable razors for sensitive
skin in blue from CVS pharmacy costs
$4.99 while the exact same product, but
colored in pink, costs $6.99.
To raise awareness amongst businesses and consumers about this phenomenon, the Attorney General’s office
and VHRC teamed up to produce and
dispense a guideline in June, outlining where gender-based pricing most
often occurs and explaining the ways in
® See GENDER on page 5A

RUNNING
INTO
HISTORY

event, and maybe more, based on two “open
house” events on the farm in the past. This
year’s first Vermont Breakfast on the Farm,
in Ferrisburgh, drew 500 people.
The event is a cooperative effort of the
University of Vermont (UVM) Extension
program and the Agency of Agriculture,
Food & Markets (AAFM). Dr. Julie Smith, of
the UVM Extension Department of Animal
and Veterinary Services, and Chuck Ross,
® See FARM on page 5A

Man crashes stolen vehicle
FLETCHER — An accident
in Fletcher at around 6 a.m.
Saturday led to charges of operating a vehicle without the owner’s consent.
According to Vermont State
Police, Walter Button, 25, of
Hinseburg, drove off the roadway
while traveling on Cambridge
Road, striking multiple trees.
Police quickly determined the
vehicle had been reported stolen
and Button was cited to appear

in Chittenden
County Superior
Court to answer
a charge of driving without the
owner’s consent.
He was also
charged
with Walter Button
negligent operation and cited
to appear in Franklin County
Superior Court on Sept. 26 to
answer that charge.

JOSH KAUFMANN, St. Albans Messenger

Norma Jodoin of Milton (67) runs behind
Emma Ramirez-Richer of Shelburne about
5 miles into Sunday’s St. Albans Raid Half
Marathon. The fourth annual 13.1-mile run to
Sheldon and back included 135 runners.
SEE PHOTOS TODAY
AND TOMORROW IN SPORTS.
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Trump says he’s not flip-flopping on immigration
W

ASHINGTON (AP) — Republican Donald Trump insists that
he’s not flip-flopping when it comes to
his proposal to deport the estimated
11 million people living in the United
States illegally — even though his
new campaign manager now says his
stance is “to be determined.”
Trump said in an interview with
Fox & Friends on Monday that he’s
“not flip-flopping,” but wants to come
up with “a really fair, but firm” solution.
Trump had previously proposed
using a “deportation force” to remove
the 11 million people living in the
United States illegally— a proposal
that excited many of his core supporters, but alienated Hispanic voters
who could be pivotal in key states.
Republican leaders fear that Trump
can’t win — and could drag down GOP
congressional candidates — if he
doesn’t increase his support beyond
his white, male base.
Trump met Saturday with Hispanic
supporters, representatives of a com-

munity that has been wary of the billionaire businessman’s deportation
proposals and his plans to build a
giant wall on the U.S.-Mexico border. Questioned on whether Trump
still intends to deploy the deportation
force, campaign manager Kellyanne
Conway said Sunday: “To be determined.”
Trump’s comments come as
Republican officials insist the GOP
nominee is finally hitting his stride
and will catch up with Democrat
Hillary Clinton by early September,
following a major shake-up to his
campaign. Polls now mostly show
Trump lagging Clinton by 5 percentage points or more nationally.
“Donald Trump has been disciplined and mature. And I think he’s
going to get this thing back on track,”
Reince Priebus, the Republican
National Committee chairman, said
Sunday.
Conway echoed Priebus’ optimism,
contending that the candidate just
had the best week of his campaign,
“mostly because he’s able to be himself, the authentic Donald Trump.”
Conway was named to her post

last week in a shake-up in which the
campaign chairman, Paul Manafort,
resigned and conservative media
firebrand Stephen Bannon, who led
Breitbart News, took over as campaign chief executive.
A new style was immediately evident as Trump, in a first, offered
regrets for any remarks that had
caused offense, stuck with his teleprompter at a series of events, and
paid a visit to flood-ravaged Louisiana.
Trump also announced his first ad
buys of the campaign, more evidence
of an acceptance of the traditional campaign elements most experts
believe he will need in order to have
a shot at winning. He made a direct
appeal to African-American voters,
insisting he wants the Republican
Party to become their political home.
Clinton’s campaign manager,
Robby Mook, disputed claims of a
turnaround in Trump’s candidacy.
“We’re not seeing a pivot. Donald
Trump himself said this was not
a pivot. He wants to double down
on letting Donald Trump be Donald
Trump,” Mook said.

Gender
continued from page 1
which it violates state law.
Executive Director of
VHRC Karen Richards said
the commission decided
to look into and address
gender-based pricing after
one of its employees complained about the price of a
hair cut. Said employee had
short hair, but was a woman
and therefore subject to the
price of a women’s haircut
instead of a man’s, according to Richards.
Haircuts are one of the
services often affected by
gender-based pricing. The
guideline provided the prices of haircuts from multiple salons across the state,
each one pricing a woman’s
haircut higher than a man’s
or a child’s. In one salon, a
woman’s haircut was $66,
men’s $45.
Shocked by these numbers, Richards said the commission and the Attorney
General’s office decided to
investigate further and discovered that gender-based
pricing was a national
problem.
A 2015 study conducted by the New York City
Department of Consumer
Affairs found that women’s
products cost seven percent
more than men’s products.
The agency compared
nearly 800 products, from
children’s toys and clothing
to adult clothing and personal care products, with
clear male and female versions. The research comprised more than 90 brands
sold at two-dozen New York
City retailers, both online
and in stores.
The study, “From Cradle
to Cane: The cost of being
a female consumer,” cited
multiple examples, including a pair of Levi 501 jeans.
For men, the jeans were
$68. For women, the jeans
were priced at $88.
The study does its best to
compare apples to apples or
male and female versions

‘This gender tax on goods and services
exacerbates the pay inequity and further
erodes the ability of women… to support
their families.’
Karen Richards, Vermont Human Rights Commission
of products that are the
closet in branding, ingredients, appearance, textile,
construction, and/or marketing.
A small flaw in the study
is that male and female
versions of products often
differ from one another
in branding, construction
and materials, and could be
priced according to those
differences.
However, the study
points out that consumers
do not have control over the
textiles or ingredients used
in the products marketed
to them and must make
purchases based on what
is available. With this in
mind, the findings of the
study represent a typical
female shopping experience, including unavoidable higher prices for women’s products.
While the New York
study does not estimate the
annual financial impact of
gender pricing, a 1994 study
based out of California
estimated that women
effectively paid an annual
gender tax of $1,351. The
guideline updated the number to today’s standards,
estimating the gender tax
to be approximately $2,191.
The authors of the study
concluded that while the
price differences between
the individual products and
services seem small, the
cumulative cost is not.
“More than 50 years
after [the] passage of the
Equal Pay Act, we still have
not reached pay equity for
men and women,” Richards

said. “Here in Vermont,
women make approximately 85 cents for every dollar earned by a man, are
over-represented in lower
paying jobs and under-represented in higher paying
jobs.”
“This gender tax on
goods and services exacerbates the pay inequity and
further erodes the ability
of women, particularly single women, to adequately
support their families,” she
said.
Richards said the commission hopes the guideline will make consumers
and specifically women
more aware of the phenomenon while they are shopping. VHRC also hopes,
by shedding light on this
issue, to generate more
awareness on a national
level, Richards said, which
could pressure manufacturers and retailers into setting their prices using a
gender-neutral model.
An example of this
would be basing the cost of
a haircut on the experience
of the stylist, the time it
takes the stylist to complete
the hair cut, the length of
hair or the complexity of
cut instead of the consumer’s gender.
Asking a business to
adjust their prices on a gender-neutral model is one of
the actions the VHRC and
Attorney General’s office
suggests consumers make
if they stumble across gender-based pricing.
Others include requesting to pay the lower rate

(men’s) for services, only
buying from businesses
that do not discriminate
based on gender, and filing a complaint with
VHRC because gender
based pricing violates
both the Vermont’s Public
Accommodations Act and
the Consumer Protection
Act.
Richards said the commission would first attempt
to solve the problem informally, reaching out to the
business and giving the
owner the opportunity to
set it right. If the owner
refused to comply, the matter could proceed to a formal complaint.
The consumer could
also consult with a lawyer,
depending on the severity of the violation. When
asked if a consumer could
be successful with a gender-based pricing discrimination lawsuit, Richards
said the lawsuit would be
a long, complicated process
and wasn’t sure it the outcome would be a successful
one.
With products, it’s difficult to compare apples to
apples, Richards said, but
consumers might have an
easier time proving gender
discrimination with services, such as hair salons.
Sorrell said his office
might become involved,
but on a case-by-case basis.
Before taking the case on,
they would have to first
determine if the issue was
affecting more than one
area of the state and if the
lawsuit could be successful.

Farm
continued from page 1
the AAFM secretary, are
expected to attend.
Rowell said the event is
designed to educate consumers as to what today’s
farm looks like and “who’s
doing the work.”
“A lot of years ago,
many people had a farm
background,” he said.
“That’s not so true anymore. Perhaps in Franklin
County it’s still true, but
if you get away from this
area, that’s just not the
case.”
Although dairy farming
constitutes a significant
portion of Vermont’s econ-

omy, successful farms are
no longer the modest homestead of yesterday.
“I grew up on an idyllic farm back in the ‘50s
and ‘60s,” Rowell said. “We
milked 40 or 50 cows, and
we struggled to survive
even back then.”
Now Rowell — who operates Green Mountain Dairy
with his brother, Brian
— milks just shy of 1,000
cows. He said that although
visitors may be surprised
by the size of his farm,
in relation to other farms
across the country, it’s a
modest homestead.
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so much of their food.
Breakfast on the Farm
is a chance to make it happen. Free tickets can be
reserved online at greenmountaindairy.eventbrite.
com. Tickets are required
for attendance.
Green Mountain Dairy
Farm is located at 962
Morey Road.
For those who might be
concerned, the event’s food
will be prepared by professional chefs — Rowell
stressed that his work is
done outside the kitchen.
“We aren’t cooking the
breakfast,” he laughed.
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NOSBURGH – Reginald Paul Robtoy, age
80, passed away Saturday
morning, Aug. 20, 2016 at
his home with his loving
family at his side.
He was born Aug. 17,
1936 in Fairfax the son of
the late Adelphis and Ruth
(Ovitt) Robtoy.
As a young man Reg
worked for H.B Jones
in Enosburg Falls and
the Town of Enosburgh
Highway
Department
before starting a career with
the Vermont Department
of Transportation as a
heavy equipment operator
that spanned 33 years retiring in 1994. While working for the State, Reg also
owned and operated his
own excavation business
that he continued to operate for another 15 years following his retirement.
Reg will be remembered as a hardworking
and devoted family man.
He enjoyed snowmobiling,
hunting, traveling and creating woodcarvings.
He is survived by his
wife of nearly 59 years,
Beverly (Nicholls) Robtoy.
Reg and Bev were married
Aug. 24, 1957. He is also survived by his children, Lisa
Chaffee and her husband,

St. Albans teen ejected from vehicle
WATERBURY — A single car crash on I-89 on Saturday
night left a St. Albans teenager with a broken leg.
Vermont State Police state Dakota Hotchkiss, 18, was
traveling southbound in Waterbury at approximately,
reportedly in excess of the speed limit. Hotchkiss veered
off the road, striking a tree and a rock, according to police.
Hotchkiss, who was not wearing a seatbelt, was ejected
from the vehicle.
The crash is still under investigation.

VERMONT IN BRIEF
Vermont to hear from other
states on mentally ill inmates
MONTPELIER (AP) — A legislative panel that oversees
Vermont’s corrections system plans to hear from officials
in two other states on how best to respond to mental health
challenges presented by some inmates.
The Legislature’s Joint Justice Oversight Committee
plans to talk on Tuesday with officials from Pennsylvania
and Nevada about segregation of inmates with mental illness.
Other topics on the agenda for the committee’s meeting
include a discussion of gender-based disparities in sentencing and detention of people caught up in the criminal
justice system.

Flags to be lowered
to honor fallen firefighter
MONTPELIER (AP) — Vermont flags are going go to
be lowered at state facilities across the state to honor a
Vermonter who died while fighting a wildfire in Nevada.
The body of Justin Beebe is due to be returned to
Vermont on Tuesday.
State flags will be lowered from Tuesday until Friday.
The 26-year-old Bellows Falls resident was killed Aug. 13
while battling the fire in the Great Basin National Park in
Nevada.
Beebe was in his first year with the Lolo Hotshots, an
elite U.S. Forest Service crew based in Missoula, Montana.

Vermont Health Department
says nasal flu vaccine ineffective
BURLINGTON (AP) — The Vermont Health Department
says nasal flu vaccine won’t be available for use this year
because it isn’t as effective as a standard flu shot.
Research shows a significant difference between the
effectiveness of the standard flu shot and the nasal spray
flu vaccine.
During the 2015-16 flu season, the flu shot was 63 percent
effective at preventing or reducing influenza-related illness
in people ages 2 to 17. However, the nasal spray was only 3
percent effective.
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Breezy Acres

The Breakfast on the
Farm is also a chance for
farmers to explain how
their practices are evolving
to protect the environment,
especially in terms of water
quality. Rowell stressed that
Vermont farmers spend
millions each year improving their practices.
Most of all, Rowell hopes
the event will help people
understand that it’s “quite
a thing to have a national
agricultural system of this
quality.” He said farmers
are always hopeful that
consumers will be engaged
in the process that makes

REGINALD
PAUL
ROBTOY

Harvey, of Montgomery,
Daryl Robtoy and his
companion,
Michelle
Desautels, Jay Robtoy
and his wife, Lisa, Dwight
Robtoy and his wife, Julie,
and Aaron Robtoy and
his wife, Marguerite, all
of Enosburgh; his grandchildren, Ryan, Leigh,
Hayley, Tyler and his
wife, Samantha, Colton,
Trenton and Riley; his
great grandchildren, Jase
and Trinity; His brothers,
Aldephis
Robtoy
Jr. of Brooklyn, Conn.,
Wayne ‘George’ Robtoy
and his wife, Joan, of West
Enosburgh, Cordell Robtoy
and his wife, Marcella, of
North Franklin, Conn.,
and Phillip Robtoy and his
wife, Linda, of Griswold,
Conn.; his sister, Beulah
King and her husband,
Randy, of Brooklyn, Conn.;
many nieces and nephews.
Besides his parents, Reg
was predeceased by his
brothers, Graydon, Ernest
and Cedric Robtoy; and
his sisters, Gloria Metayer,
Inez
Benway,
Shirley
Metayer and Virginia Riley.
In keeping with Reg’s
wishes, funeral services
will be private and held
at the convenience of the
family. Interment will take
place privately in the West
Enosburgh Cemetery.
For those who wish,
contributions in Reg’s
memory may be made to
the Franklin County Home
Health Agency – Hospice
Program, 3 Home Health
Circle, St. Albans, VT 05478
or to the Franklin County
Animal Rescue, 30 Sunset
Meadows, St. Albans, VT
05478.
Messages of condolence
may be sent to Reg’s family online through www.
spearsfuneralhome.com

DINE IN

By ERICA WERNER,
AP Congressional Correspondent
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HIGHGATE COMMONS, ST. ALBANS, VT
802-524-0999 / FAX 802-524-0998
LUNCH: MON-SAT 11AM-2:30PM
DINNER: MON-SAT 4PM-9PM CLOSED SUN.
BRING YOUR OWN BEER & WINE. MUST BE 21 OR OLDER

